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Data Management 
Plans: 

what’s the hype?
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What is a DMP?

“Living document” Project Deliverable

The content of the DMP is 
modified according to the data 
developments until the project 
ends.

Public funders increasingly 
require DMPs to be produced 
and delivered by beneficiaries as 
part of their grant obligations.

A document that outlines the necessary activities, 

means, and effort required to manage research data effectively



Why do we need 
DMPs?

• To better plan and track data 
activities: collection, storage, 
sharing, preservation.

• To comply with institutional, 
funder, and ethical requirements.

• To make data reproducible and 
increase their impact in society. 
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DMPs and RDM

RDM (Research Data Management) is the process of organising, storing, 
preserving, and sharing data in a research project. Data might be 
collected, generated or re-used (secondary) throughout research.

DMPs in RDM - First stage of RDM
DMPs are drafted at the beginning of the project and implemented 
throughout its lifetime.

DMPs for RDM - Describe RDM activities
DMPs outline and contain information about all RDM activities to be 
followed in the project.

https://www.openaire.eu/rdm-in-horizon-europe-
proposals

https://www.openaire.eu/rdm-in-horizon-europe-proposals
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DMPs content

[Ref: Open Science and Research Initiative, 2014]

USE – MAKE – SHARE Framework

[Use] What tools and resources will I use?

[Make] What outputs will I produce?

[Share] How am I going to share them?

[Ref: NASA TOPS Open Science Curriculum, 2023]
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FAIR Principles vs Open Access

[Ref: Wilkinson, M. et.al., 2016] [Ref:https://eoscpilot.eu/content/d32-eosc-open-

science-monitor-specifications]

https://eoscpilot.eu/content/d32-eosc-open-science-monitor-specifications
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What is a DMP Template?

A DMP Template is a prototype file with questions and guidance to support 
researchers with filling in the DMP with content. 

-> Templates offer researchers a more structured way to provide input in their 
DMPs.

DMP Templates may be provided by funders and institutions that have RDM 
policies in place; Librarians, data stewards and support staff might also create DMP 
Templates to help researchers.
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What are the key topics and 

questions?

https://zenodo.org/records/4915862

https://zenodo.org/records/4915862
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Checklist

• Clarity: Questions should be 
straightforward and easy to 
understand.

• Relevance: Tailor questions to the 
specific context of the research 
project.

• Compliance: Ensure alignment with 
funding agency requirements and 
institutional policies.

• Completeness: Cover all aspects of 
data management, from creation to 
sharing and preservation.

• Specificity: Use precise language to 
avoid ambiguity. 
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What are Domain 
Data Protocols?

• Tailored to the context



❑Costing RDM
❑Preparing (DMP) 
❑Data collection, eg database, formatting, transcription, 

etc
❑Data documentation, eg data description, metadata
❑Data storage and back-up
❑Data access and security, eg TTP, encryption
❑Data sharing & reuse, eg anonymization, copyright, 

cleaning, digitization
❑Overall, eg roles & responsibilities

Plan data management of research activities 
following research data lifecycle steps

https://www.openaire.eu/rdm-
costs/

Costing DMP activities

https://www.openaire.eu/rdm-costs/
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What is a good DMP? 
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