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Welcome!
Please introduce yourself – name, organisation, 

country

What are your expectations and what do you hope 

to take away from this training?



Acknowledgment



Curriculum
Module 1 DOAJ introduction & overview

Module 2 Submitting a scholarly journal application to DOAJ

Module 3 Best publishing practices for scholarly journals

Module 4 Maintaining research integrity and ethics



Agenda
● What is “Open Accessˮ?

● What is the Directory of 

Open Access Journals?

● Criteria for inclusion

● Apply for inclusion

● Editorial process

● Support DOAJ



Open Access defined
● Immediate and free access to the reader to scholarly material 

(books, journals) without any barriers (e.g. pay a fee, 

delayed access)

● Copyright is defined

● User rights are defined Creative Commons Licence)



                   https://doaj.org/         https://www.doabooks.org/ 



Data collected 2 October 2024



Only 21 out of 54 African countries 
are represented in DOAJ



Country journals not on DOAJ 



What is the Directory of 
Open Access Journals?



About DOAJ  Directory of Open Access Journals

1
A unique and extensive index of 

diverse peer-reviewed open 

access journals. 

2
Mission to raise profile, visibility 

and impact of all quality OA 

journals, globally regardless of 

discipline, geography or 

language.



About DOAJ  Directory of Open Access Journals

3
Our criteria are an unofficial gold 

standard for open access journal 

publishing, trusted across the 

scholarly community.

4
Our services and metadata  are 

provided completely free of 

charge to all.



DOAJ and the history of open access

Integrated into 
funder open 
access policies 
and workflows 
worldwide, for 
example Plan S 
Journal 
Checker Tool, 
the South 
African DHET 
list and the 
Indian Medical 
Journals list

2020 onwards

Established our 
Ambassador 
programme to 
support and 
develop open 
access journals 
worldwide

2016

Inclusion 
criteria are 
extended to 
ensure only 
trustworthy 
journals are 
indexed

2014

Soon became 
the primary 
index for Open 
Access journals

Founded in 
2003 during 
the “Innovation 
Yearsˮ of open 
access

2003



Geographic spread of journals in DOAJ

Data collected from DOAJ on 20230314 and visualised by 
Sophy O using DOAJʼs CSV export found at https://doaj.org/csv

https://doaj.org/csv


80
languages

135

20,951
countries

journals



DOAJ statistics 2023

7,926 
applications & 
4,126 update 
requests from 
journals

24% of 
applications 
accepted for 
inclusion

Average review 
time under 
three months

20 core staff, 
100 volunteer 
editors & 21 
ambassadors





Inclusion of Journals 
in local languages

Why index journals in DOAJ?

Demonstrate your journal 
meets good publishing 
standards

Increase discoverability of 
your journal in search 
engines and indexing 
services 

Attract more authors and 
readers locally and from 
around the world

Enhance the reputation 
and societal impact of your 
journal (also in your 
country)

DOAJ index included 
in government lists like 
DHETSouth Africa)





Our ambassador programme
DOAJ Ambassadors are volunteers from all over the world.

Ambassadors…

● promote journal quality and the importance of standards

● advocate for open access

● promote DOAJ

● support DOAJ indexing for local journal editors and publishers

Ambassadors Gimena 
del Rio Riande and 
Ivonne Lujano



In 2023, Ambassadors 
took part in 61 public 
engagements and events 
around the world



DOAJ as an open scholarly infrastructure… 

1
cannot be bought 
or sold.

2
is committed to 
openness, 
diversity and 
accountability.

3
has adopted the 
Principles of 
Open Scholarly 
Infrastructure in 
2022.

4
collaborates with 
other open 
infrastructures to 
drive change 
towards an open 
and transparent 
culture.

https://blog.doaj.org/2022/10/06/doaj-commits-to-the-principles-of-open-scholarly-infrastructure-posi/
https://blog.doaj.org/2022/10/06/doaj-commits-to-the-principles-of-open-scholarly-infrastructure-posi/
https://blog.doaj.org/2022/10/06/doaj-commits-to-the-principles-of-open-scholarly-infrastructure-posi/


DOAJ and the community

Founders of Partners of



● Self-guided online resource
● Launched in 2023 by OASPA 

and DOAJ
● Content created by a diverse 

Editorial Board of experts in the 
field

● Editorial Board responsible for 
keeping the content up to date

● Available in English and French
● Soon available in Arabic



Getting started
How to set up an OA journal

Breaks down essential information for OA journals

Running a journal
Editorial considerations of journal 
management

Indexing
How to build and maintain your 
journalʼs profile

Staffing
How to build roles and 
responsibilities

Policies
How to develop policies and 
guidelines for your authors 

Infrastructure
Find out more about establishing 
and running an online journal



Criteria for inclusion in 
DOAJ



Journal website
● Secure website (https) recommended

● Register a security certificate for journal

“A small data file used to confirm the authenticity, identity, and reliability 

of a website or web application. The file contains verified information 

about the publisher and the domain.ˮ

      http://obiter.mandela.ac.za/   vs  https://obiter.mandela.ac.za/  

● No intrusive advertising (pop-ups etc); No misleading 

metrics/over-optimisation of metrics

http://obiter.mandela.ac.za/
https://obiter.mandela.ac.za/


https://sajs.co.za/ 

https://sajs.co.za/


Journal website
Information must be available and easily findable on:

● Aims/focus and scope

● Open access policy

● Author charges (even if zero)

● Instructions for authors

● Contact details

● Editorial board, with affiliations for all members





https://orcid.org/ 

https://orcid.org/


Peer Review
● Journals must apply a rigorous review process

● Peer review by at least two independent reviewers

● Editorial review allowed only for journals in arts and humanities

● Faculty oversight required for student journals

● Describe journal review process on journal website

● Plagiarism checking recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ

● State name of checking service or protocol used





Licencing
● Use licensing to: 

○ Inform readers how they may reuse content

○ Inform readers of any reuse that is not allowed

○ Protect the author and journal against unauthorised use

● DOAJ recommends use of Creative Commons licenses (or equivalent)

● No charge for using CC Licenses - Choose a CC-license: 

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/ 

● State your licensing terms on the journal website

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


Information from https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/ 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/




Copyright
● Copyright of a published work can be held by the author or 

journal/publisher

● Best practice in open access is for authors to retain copyright

● But DOAJ will accept journals where copyright is transferred

● State your copyright policy on the journal website

● We recommend to provide an author agreement/a link to such an 

agreement



https://assafza-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nadiag_assaf_or
g_za/EXGWDpigCqFJm-mF_DV_yyQB0OQ9OSe69FAxFeWdcMwajA
?rtime=HOJohyfc20g 

https://journals.assaf.org.za/index.php/ajcr/libraryFiles/
downloadPublic/136 

https://assafza-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nadiag_assaf_org_za/EXGWDpigCqFJm-mF_DV_yyQB0OQ9OSe69FAxFeWdcMwajA?rtime=HOJohyfc20g
https://assafza-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nadiag_assaf_org_za/EXGWDpigCqFJm-mF_DV_yyQB0OQ9OSe69FAxFeWdcMwajA?rtime=HOJohyfc20g
https://assafza-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nadiag_assaf_org_za/EXGWDpigCqFJm-mF_DV_yyQB0OQ9OSe69FAxFeWdcMwajA?rtime=HOJohyfc20g
https://journals.assaf.org.za/index.php/ajcr/libraryFiles/downloadPublic/136
https://journals.assaf.org.za/index.php/ajcr/libraryFiles/downloadPublic/136




Ideas and information are not 
covered by copyright, 
how they are expressed are.



Copyright
● The publisher requires exclusive 

publishing rights. The author no 
longer holds the copyright 
without restrictions.

● The publisher requires a transfer 
of commercial rights or an 
exclusive grant of commercial 
rights. The author no longer 
retains copyright without 
restrictions.

● “All rights reservedˮ is never 
appropriate for open access 
content.

Restrictions are sometimes 
imposed by the publisher even 
though the author retains 
copyright…



Copyright best practice

Authors retain copyright of their work

● Publisher has the right of first publication 

● Recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ

Authors also retain full publishing rights 

● Publisher is granted non-exclusive rights to publish and distribute

● Publishers cannot license rights to third parties

● Authors can reuse their work without restriction 

● Recommended but not required for inclusion in DOAJ



Apply for inclusion in 
DOAJ



https://doaj.org/account/login?redirected=apply 

https://doaj.org/account/login?redirected=apply










Editorial process



To be considered, journals must apply … 

The journal must…
● Meet DOAJ basic criteria

● Be fully open access

● Be actively publishing peer-reviewed research



DOAJ Review and decision

Application

Publisher/editor

Initial checks

DOAJ Triage team

Independent 
review

DOAJ Editorial team

Final decision

DOAJ Managing 
Editor

Feedback

Publisher/editor



Initial checks are made by the Triage team

These checks include…
● ISSN(s) are fully registered at issn.org

● Journal website is available

● Full text articles are available without delay or registration

● Copyright and licensing information are available



DOAJ Triage



Rejection at Triage stage
● Journal is not fully open access

● ISSN is not fully registered at issn.org 

● Not enough research content has been published

● Individual full text articles are not available

● URLs in application donʼt lead to the information required

● No licensing information



Rejection after full review
● Incorrect information is given in application

● Required information is unclear or missing from website

● Information is not the same in all languages used on website

● Peer review process is inadequate

● Licensing/copyright policy is unclear

● Journal makes false claims to be indexed in DOAJ or other services

● Journal does not employ good publishing practices



Final decision by DOAJ staff

DOAJ Managing Editor…
● Reviews application and recommendation

● May undertake further review or return with queries

● Makes final decision to accept or reject



Feedback to publisher

After final decision…
● Automated email sent to journal accepted for inclusion

● Journal appears in DOAJ immediately

● Automated or manual email sent to rejected journal

● Publisher/editor must usually wait for 6 months before reapplying

Illustration by Satheesh Sankaran  CC 0



Current application 
processing time: 
3 months





DOAJ criteria, application process, 
and (sometimes) rejection help 
journals increase their own 
standards.



DOAJ indexing was a difficult but doable 
process. We enjoyed working with the DOAJ 

team as support in the work process.“
”



Firstly, our application was rejected, as we did 
not have proper copyright arrangements. After 

that, we consulted with some experts and 
lawyers, adopted the CC copyright model, and 

arranged everything else in order to really 
become an open access journal.

“
”

Feedback collected between 31st Jan - 14th Feb 2023, from survey on journals indexed in DOAJ 1st Jan to 30th June 2021.



Help and documentation
● Guide to applying

https://doaj.org/apply/guide/ 

● Reference version of the application form

https://doaj.org/static/doaj/docs/20230704DOAJQuestions.pdf  

● DOAJ application guide for OJS journals

https://docs.pkp.sfu.ca/doaj/en/  

● DOAJ helpdesk

helpdesk@doaj.org 

https://doaj.org/apply/guide/
https://doaj.org/static/doaj/docs/2023-07-04-DOAJQuestions.pdf
https://docs.pkp.sfu.ca/doaj/en/
mailto:helpdesk@doaj.org


Supporting DOAJ



How DOAJ is funded
● 600 University libraries 

from 36 countries
● 17 Library Consortia from 13 

countries
● 10 Research 

Funders/Academies of 
Science

● 30 smaller publishers
● 25 larger publishers and 

aggregators

80% of income from the 
community

20% of income from publishers



How DOAJ was 
founded

DOAJ was founded by a librarian 

Lars Bjørnshauge) after a 

suggestion from the audience at 

the Nordic Conference on 

Scholarly Communication in 

2003. Bo-Christer Björk compiled 

the first list of 300 journals.



How librarians and 
research support 
staff use DOAJ

● Our metadata is integrated 

with library discovery 

systems & gives users 

access to a more diverse 

range of content

● Our metadata is used in other 

systems used by libraries 

and enabling a transition to 

OA, eg. Unsub, Plan S 

Journal Checker Tool, 

Sherpa Romeo



How librarians and 
research support 
staff use DOAJ

● Source of trusted quality 

journals when advising 

researchers where to publish

● Checking for inclusion in 

DOAJ is embedded in Open 

Access workflows, i.e. 

allocating funding for APCs



Why support DOAJ?

1
Funding from libraries 

enables our commitment to 

being 100% independent.

2
Data and services can be 

open and free to everyone.

3
DOAJ has been created and 

is developed by the 

community, for the 

community.



Why support DOAJ?

4
Supporting open infrastructure is a strategic 

choice for libraries, and demonstrates a 

commitment to open research and a 

sustainable future for open infrastructure.

5
Demand for (and pressure on) our services 

is increasing in line with the growth of Open 

Access.



Questions?

Ina Smith
DOAJ Ambassador
ina@doaj.org 

Katrine Sundsbø
Community Manager
katrine@doaj.org 



Licensing


